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The Working Man 

 Humankind, throughout the ages, has lived two separate 

lives: a public life, and a private life. How these different 

facets of our existence interact with the world is important to 

me. The historical influence of philosophy is lost in the front 

lines of the world: economic collapse, social policies drafted 

to help those in need that really further suppress those in 

need, children going hungry, addiction rates that are greater 

than ever before.  The puritanical originations of philosophy 

have been tainted by process, science, and elitist thinkers. In 

this paper I will present a bottoms up (grassroots philosophy) 

view of philosophy in the modern world: moving from a private 

philosophy to a community philosophy.  

A branch of philosophy that really resonates with me is the 

branch of Phenomenology. The text describes phenomenology as:  

An approach to philosophy, begun by Edmund Husserl 

(1859-1938), which investigates objects of experience 

without raising what may be unanswerable questions 

about their independent nature. (Magee 230) 

I have learned about phenomenology previously in my INT 

class. I do not feel as though the text gives adequate 

description of phenomenology. Here is the definition given by 

the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: 
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The basic intentional structure of consciousness, we 

find in reflection or analysis, involves further forms 

of experience. Thus, phenomenology develops a complex 

account of temporal awareness (within the stream of 

consciousness), spatial awareness (notably in 

perception), attention (distinguishing focal and 

marginal or “horizonal” awareness), awareness of one's 

own experience (self-consciousness, in one sense), 

self-awareness (awareness-of-oneself), the self in 

different roles (as thinking, acting, etc.), embodied 

action (including kinesthetic awareness of one's 

movement), purpose or intention in action (more or 

less explicit), awareness of other persons (in 

empathy, intersubjectivity, collectivity), linguistic 

activity (involving meaning, communication, 

understanding others), social interaction (including 

collective action), and everyday activity in our 

surrounding life-world (in a particular culture). 

(Smith n.p.) 

This definition speaks to my heart. I believe that for any good 

philosophy to span the barriers of culture, time, and experience 

it needs to address these things as well. Phenomenology 

addresses the individual and the world in which the individual 

lives in. This is what I would call a “working man’s” 

philosophy. Something that even though not all people are able 

to articulate this branch of philosophy, on an intuitive level 

it resonates as accurate.  
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For example: I believe in a strong court system that 

supports victims of domestic violence. So does my boss. The 

reason that I believe in this is because I am a survivor of 

domestic violence and was involved in the court system. I was 

lucky because I had a very positive experience with the courts 

and the advocates assigned to my case. I felt supported by the 

justice system and even empowered by the outcome. My boss 

believes in a strong court system that supports victims of 

domestic violence because it is “right”. He has not ever been a 

victim of domestic violence, nor does he need to be in order to 

support something. We both have arrived at the same belief, 

however, because of our different life experiences and 

backgrounds we arrived there separately. Phenomenology explains 

this process and even moves towards a more communal level: 

affecting those in the greater community.  

A community philosophy that accounts for individual 

experiences is also found in Empiricism. The text describes 

Empiricism as:  

The view that all knowledge of anything that actually 

exists must be derived from experience. Thus: 

Empirical world The world as revealed to us by our 

actual or possible experience. Empirical knowledge 

Knowledge of the empirical world. Empirical statement 

A statement about the empirical world, in other words 

a statement about what is or could be experienced. 

(Magee, 2001, p. 229) 
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The Sanford Philosophy Encyclopedia describes Empiricism 

as: Empiricism about a particular subject rejects the 

corresponding version of the Intuition/Deduction thesis and 

Innate Knowledge thesis. Insofar as we have knowledge in the 

subject, our knowledge is a posteriori, dependent upon sense 

experience. Empiricists also deny the implication of the 

corresponding Innate Concept thesis that we have innate ideas in 

the subject area. Sense experience is our only source of ideas. 

They reject the corresponding version of the Superiority of 

Reason thesis. Since reason alone does not give us any 

knowledge, it certainly does not give us superior knowledge. 

Empiricists generally reject the Indispensability of Reason 

thesis, though they need not. The Empiricism thesis does not 

entail that we have empirical knowledge. It entails that 

knowledge can only be gained, if at all, by experience. 

Empiricists may assert, as some do for certain subjects, that 

the rationalists are correct to claim that experience cannot 

give us knowledge. The conclusion they draw from this 

rationalist lesson is not that we gain knowledge by 

indispensable reason, but that we do not know at all. (Smith, 

2008) 

Our society is made up of a justice system that utilizes 

the peers of a defendant. What happens if the defendant is not 

part of the mainstream culture? If they are a member of a co-

culture? Say for example a man who has participated in criminal 

activity to feed his drug addiction. His culture or peer based 
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jury is going to be made up of a different belief or experience 

system. An advisory group, however, can inform the system to 

approach (without prejudice) these types of individualistic 

communities.  

These two philosophies I believe speak to the heart of a 

workingman on the front lines. Whether it is experienced through 

sight, sound, smell, or thought it comes from experience. I have 

presented a bottoms up perspective from a philosophical 

viewpoint. These two types of philosophy can breach the range of 

all cynical humans caught up in economic collapse, poor social 

policies, and addiction.  
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